
 

CCNA Curriculum Selection Guidelines 

The purpose of document is to hel p A ca demies to determine w hich CCN A  curricul um—CCN A  D iscov ery  or CCN A  
E x pl ora tion,  or b oth—is b est suited for their tea ching  env ironment.  P l ea se refer to the CCN A  D iscov ery  a nd CCN A  
E x pl ora tion F A Q s,  S cope a nd S eq uence documents,  P ow erP oint presenta tions,  a nd other documents a v a il a b l e on 
A ca demy  Connection for a dditiona l  informa tion.   
Table 1. CCNA Curriculum Selection Chart  
Q u es t i o n  C C N A  D i s c o v er y  C C N A  E x p lo r at i o n  
W hat are y our 
s tud ents ’  acad emic 
cap ab ilities ?   

Des ig ned  f or s tud ents  w ith b as ic P C 
s k ills  

Des ig ned  f or s tud ents  w ith ad v anced  
p rob lem s olv ing  and  analy tical s k ills  

W hat are y our 
s tud ents ’  g oals ?  

Des ig ned  to mak e I T  relev ant,  
encourag e s tud ents  to cons id er f urther 
ed ucation in I T ,  and  help  s tud ents  
p rep are f or entry -lev el I T  careers  b y  
teaching  ap p lied  s k ills  mid w ay  throug h 
the f our-cours e s eries  

Des ig ned  f or s tud ents  w ho w ant to 
p urs ue ad d itional technolog y  or 
eng ineering  ed ucation w hile p rep aring  
f or an I T  career. 
 

H ow  w ill y our ins titution 
d eliv er the CCNA 
curriculum?  

Can b e d eliv ered  as  an ind ep end ent,  
s tand alone curriculum,  or integ rated  into 
b road er cours es  of  s tud y  at up p er-
s econd ary  ins titutions ,  career and  
technical s chools ,  and  colleg es  

Can b e p art of  an integ rated  curriculum 
or continuing  ed ucation p rog ram at p os t 
s econd ary  ins titutions  s uch as  career 
and  technical s chools ,  colleg es ,  and  
univ ers ities  

W hich curriculum b es t 
alig ns  w ith y our 
teaching  method olog y  
and  y our s tud ents '  
interes ts ?  

T eaches  netw ork ing  b as ed  on 
ap p lication.  
M ap s  more d irectly  to ev ery d ay  
ex p eriences  w ith netw ork s  and  cov ers  
main netw ork ing  concep ts  b as ed  on the 
ty p es  of  p ractical netw ork  env ironments  
s tud ents  may  encounter,  f rom home and  
s mall b us ines s  netw ork ing  to more 
comp lex  enterp ris e and  theoretical 
netw ork ing  mod els  later in the 
curriculum;  us es  eas y -to-f ollow  lab s ;  
p rov id es  g eneral theory ;  and  of f ers  a 
career-oriented  ap p roach to learning  
netw ork ing  
T he s tep -b y -s tep  lab s  p rov id e d etailed  
ins tructions  to help  s tud ents  reach the 
f inal s olution. Stud ents  can check  their 
ans w ers  af ter each s tep . 

T eaches  netw ork ing  b as ed  on 
technolog y  concep ts  ( p rotocols ,  L ANs ,  
W ANs )  
Des ig ned  to allow  s tud ents  to learn s k ills  
in a more rig orous ,  comp rehens iv e,  
theoretical,  and  p ractical w ay  that is  
ref lectiv e of  s tand ard  colleg e and  
univ ers ity -lev el ed ucational p ractices ;  
us es  lang uag e that allow s  f or integ ration 
w ith other eng ineering  concep ts ;  and  
includ es  comp lex  and  challeng ing  hand s -
on lab s . 
Stud ents  mus t d eriv e f inal lab  s olutions  
w ithout d etailed  inf ormation ab out each 
s tep . L ab  ex ercis es  may  req uire s ome 
ad d itional res earch.  
 

I s  the ex is ting  CCNA 
curriculum too d if f icult 
f or y our s tud ents  in 
terms  of  theoretical 
top ics ?  

Y es ,  the current CCNA curriculum is  too 
d if f icult 

No,  the current CCNA curriculum is  j us t 
rig ht or not challeng ing  enoug h. 

 
 
 
 

 


